
Most runup checklists are more extensive, but the CIGAR check 
accomplishes the common items that are critical in most small 
aircraft. It is particularly useful when a complete runup isn't 
required, such as after landing when you plan to immediately taxi 
back for another takeoff.
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"Lights, Camera, Action" is a convenient pre-takeoff crosscheck. 
Lights as req’d. Camera refers to the transponder, to help air 
traffic control "see" you on radar. Action varies from one 
pilot/aircraft to another, but is often used to remember such items 
as the fuel boost pump, controls check, flaps, and trim.
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Probably the most widely used aviation mnemonic is GUMPS. 
While it is used before landing, it also works when establishing 
climb, cruise, and descent configurations. Some pilots add a 
Charlie to the front for cowl flaps or carburetor heat, making the 
mnemonic Charlie GUMPS.
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